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Equalizing Library Opportunities 
‘Theodore Roosevelt once said, “After the church and the school, the free public 


| 
library is the most effective influence for good in America.’ | 
Schools have spread everywhere, churches are everywhere, but fifty miilion peo- 

| 
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ple—nearly half the people of the United States and Canada— are still without 
public library service. 

Ninety-three per cent of the people without public library service live in the 
open country and in centers of less than twenty-five hundred population. The 
total number of rural folks without access to public libraries is forty-seven million 
or eighty-three per cent of the entire rural population. 

And yet books are a vital necessity to the people in the country no less than 
to those who enjoy access to the great libraries in the cities. At a recent meeting 
of representative and outstanding farm .women in Chicago, ‘more libraries’ 
was placed on the list of needs of the farm home and ‘adult education’ came a 
little further down. Reading ranked fourth for boys and first for girls in the 
replies of two thousand farm boys and girls in the South and West to an inquiry 

by the Institute of Social and Religious Research concerning their chief recreations. 
The time has come when we must strive to equalize conditions of living upon 
the farm and in the towns and cities. We shall be unable much longer to main- 
tain a double standard of living in the United States, as we have in recent years. 
If the inequalities which now exist shall continue we shall not much longer be 
able to keep the normal boys and girls upon the farm. 
The county library provides the solution of the rural public library problem. 
Operating from a headquarters in the county seat or other central point and main- 
taining branches and stations in post offices, stores, community buildings, grange 
halls and residences, the county library places its services within easy reach of 








every family in the county.” A. L. A. 





















Iowa Library Association 
1927 

As already announced the fall meet- 
ing of the Iowa Library Asociation will 
be held in Des Moines as late in Octo- 
ber as can be arranged—Hotel Ft. Des 
Moines being headquarters. 

An attractive program is already in 
planning and the meeting should be 
one of unusual interest and attendance. 
The program committee will welcome 
suggestions of topies for discussion or 
of speakers. 

Money is necessary to provide out 
of state or out of town speakers and 
it is desirable that the amount which 
will be available for that purpose be 
known early. 

A letter calling attention to mem- 
bership dues has gone to the libraries 
and should receive early attention by 
library boards. 

Library membership in towns with 
a population of 10,000 or over is 
$10.00; in towns from 10,000 to 2,500 
population $5.00; and under 2,500, 
$2.50; individual dues $1.00. Send to 
Mary B. Lee, Publie Library. Oska- 
loosa, treasurer. 





District Meetings 1927 

The district meetings of the lowa 
Library Association for 1927 will be 
held as follows: 

Northeast, New Hampton, Tuesday, 
April 26. 
Middle east, Clinton, Thursday, April 
28. 

Southeast, Eldon, Tuesday, May 3. 

Southwest, Red Oak, Wednesday, 
May 4. 

Middlewest, Denison, Thursday, 
May 5. 

Northwest, Spencer, Tuesday, May 
10. 

North Central, Clarion, Wednesday, 
May 11. 

Central, Newton, Friday, May 13. 

Will librarians to whom no meeting 
seems accessible please write at once 
to the secretary of the Library Com- 
mission and if a sufficient number in 
any locality are incommoded it may 


130 





be possible to add another meeting 
place. Do this at once. 

Be sure also to notify in advance the 
librarian of the library where you ex- 
pect to attend a meeting even though 
you may be uncertain of going. 

The following topics are suggested 
for discussion. The committee will be 
pleased to consider others if sent to 
the secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion at once. 

Books— 

Fiction, Nonfiction, Juveniles. 

Cooperative Buying — advantages — 

how improved. 

Reenforced bindings vs. mending and 
binding. 
County Libraries 

Library’s responsibility and duty 

toward bookless communities. 

Contracts with shall towns. 

Do you want the book wagon. 
Saving time—Short cuts, ete. 

Library Efficieney— 

What is it—How measured. 
Finances 

Repairs, ete., Balances. 

The Iowa Library Association will 
be represented by Mr. Brigham, presi- 
dent, Mr. Brown or Miss Egan, vice 
presidents, at each meeting and the 
secretary of the Library Commission 
will also be in attendance. 











Iowa Summer School 1927 

The dates for the Iowa Summer 
School for 1927 will be June 13 to July 
9») 

The following faculty is announced 
by the University. 

Emma Felsenthal (University of Tli- 
nois Library School) Acting Director 
and Instructor in Reference Work. 

Julia A. Robinson (Wisconsin Li- 
brary School) Secretary Iowa Library 
Commission, Lecturer in Library Ad- 
ministration. 

Janet Arie (University of Illinois Lic 
brary School) School Librarian, Cedar 
Rapids, Instructor in Classification and 
Cataloging. 

Gladys F. Pratt (University of Tlli- 
nois Library School) Librarian State 














Normal School, Westfield, Mass., In- 
structor in Classification and Catalog- 
ing. 

Margery Doud (St. Louis Publie Li- 
brary School) Chief, Readers’ Advisory 
Service, St. Louis Publie Library, In- 
structor in Book Selection. 

Katherine Harrison (St. Louis Public 
Library School) Children’s Librarian, 
Traveling Library Department, St. 
Louis Public Library, Instructor in Li- 
brary Work With Children. 

Luey Ann Babcock (University of 
Illinois Library School) Reviser. 

Nina Frohwein (University of Illi- 
nois Library School) Reviser. 

Mary Mason (Western Reserve Li- 
wary School) Cataloger, Cleveland 
Public Library, Reviser. 





Annual Librarians’ Conference 

The usual conference of librarians 
from the field, students in training and 
school faculty for the purpose of dis- 
eussion of theory and practice will be 
held on June 30th and July 1st. Speak- 
ers of experience and prominence will 
be on the program. 

As has been said before Iowa City 
is a delightful place for a summer holi- 
day and librarians may well plan to 
spend these two days in Iowa City with 
pleasure to themselves and profit to 
their libraries. 





A Correction 

The secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission is obliged, with many 
apologies, to make the following cor- 
rections in the annual report and bud- 
get blanks recently sent out. 

In the report blank the change of 
the month from December to March 
for the balance under ‘‘Special Ex- 
pense Fund’’ failed to be made. Will 
those using the blank please write in 
the word March instead of December? 

In the budget blank the order of 
months should have been changed to 
begin with April and end with March 
instead of beginning with January. 
Will the library boards please make 
corrections here by writing in the 


proper months and next year the 
change will be made on the blank. 
The secretary very much regrets her 
carelessness in these matters. 





Opportunities for Iowa Librarians 
By Charles H. Brown, Librarian, 
State College Library, Ames 

There has been an interesting group 
of studies made by the School of Edu- 
cation, University of Chicago, on read- 
ing ability. These studies suggest the 
possibility of an altogether different ap- 
proach to library needs, to the question 
of good libraries and library extension. 
It offers us what I, personally, believe 
to be a greater need for the promotion 
of library interests than we have ever 
before realized. 

I remember a story from my boyhood 
days of how an attempt was made to 
explore the front entrance to a cave. 
After many days the front entrance 
was widened and the individuals en- 
tered only to find that there was a side 
entrance which could be quickly enter- 
ed without the hardship of the days 
of labor. So it may be in our library 
work. We in Iowa have hammered 
away directly at county libraries, book 
wagons, ete.; possibly an approach 
from the side may obtain these ‘‘de- 
siderata’’ of Iowa librarians more 
speedily. 

Research work in reading at the 
School of Education of the University 
of Chicago shows that there is a great 
difference among individuals in the 
speed of reading; some people read 
five or six times faster than others. 
Those who read slowly and laboriously 
naturally do not like to read. The 
ability to read quickly and easily must 
in most cases be acquired in childhood 
if acquired at all and needs practice. 
A most excellent statement is made as 
to the need of the ability to read si- 
lently. By the ability to read is meant 
ability to read easily, quickly and with- 
out undue effort. ‘‘Intelligent reading 
is a most significant means of familiar- 
izing adults with current events, with 
significant social issues, with commun- 
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ity and national problems, and with 
American institutions, ideals, and as- 
pirations. It was also found to be an 
indispensable means of attaining vo- 
cational efficiency, of extending exper- 
ience, of developing a broad outlook 
on life, and of securing pleasure and 
profit during leisure hours. 

‘‘Some of the most frequently men- 
tioned specific purposes of silent read- 
ing follow: to keep informed concern- 
ing current events; to secure specific 
information of value in making plans; 
to learn more about events or prob- 
lems of special interest; to secure the 
opinions of others concerning civic, so- 
cial, or industrial problems; to keep 
in touch with business or professional 
developments; to secure suggestions 
concerning efficient methods of doing 
work; to determine the important 
items in correspondence, messages, and 
instructions; to follow directions; to 
advance in one’s field of work; to 
broaden one’s range of information; to 
keep the mind stimulated wich import- 
ant things to think about; to develop 
a broad outlook on life; to secure 
pleasure during leisure hours; to satis- 
fy curiosity.’’ 

If speed of reading is to be attained, 
it must be attained usually during 
childhood. It cannot well be attained 
without books~—books in the school, 
books in the home, and books in li- 
braries. No one of these three can take 
the place of the others. If the average 
child has reading facilities, he will avail 
himself of them. His speed of reading 
will, in most cases, tend to inerease 
with the opportunities he has for silent 
reading and with the length of time he 
spends on books. If opportunities for 
such experiences are not available in 
his childhood days he will be deprived 
of certain factors that will vitally af- 
fect his future welfare. 

The instinet of parenthood is strong; 
it is especially strong in lowa. If we 
librarians can make an appeal to the 
parents for a need of facilities for the 
children, that such facilities will vi- 
tally affect the welfare of the children 





in their future lives; if we can urge 
that if children do not have reading 
facilities when they are young they 
will be deprived of an opportunity 
which will make a big difference in 
their later life—then the need of li- 
braries will automatically appear. 

It has been suggested that the Iowa 
Library Association take as a program 
for its next fall meeting, ‘‘Books and 
Reading,’’ or possibly, ‘‘Reading and 
Books’’; that instead of emphasizing - 
the need of libraries we emphasize the 
importance of reading, especially the 
need of an ability to read quickly and 
easily which comes usually as a result 
of having reading material for chil- 
dren available; that we emphasize the 
lack of such reading facilities in Iowa 
and the consequent handicap to Iowa 
children, especially those outside of 
cities, in the lack of such facilities. 

As an experiment, Iowa State College 
Library tried out a talk along this line 
at our short course the first of Febru- 
ary. We also have used part of this 
material over the radio in Saturday 
morning talks to ‘‘Homemakers.’’ We 
said little about the need for libraries 
but much about the need for reading 
by individuals, and especially by chil- 
dren, emphasizing the results of the 
studies of Dr. Judd and Dr. Gray and 
others at the School of Education at 
Chicago. The reaction was much 
greater than we had anticipated, and 
considerably more than other library 
talks at Ames. Eight hundred lists 
were given out on reading for children 
of various ages ; some by mail, and some 
at the exhibit. Various members of 
Parent Teacher Associations and Wom- 
en’s clubs asked about the possibilities 
for exhibits of children’s books, of 
talks on reading, and of book demon- 
strations. 

Many of these lo¢al Parent Teacher 
Associations whose officers inquired 
what they could do were in small places 
where there is no publie library. It 
is apparent that the State Library Com- 
mission with its limited personnel and 
funds cannot begin to cover the whole 
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state. Groups were referred, there- 
fore, not only to the Commission, but to 
the nearest large library, mentioning 
directly Davenport, Mason City, Mar- 
shalltown, Omaha, and of course Des 
Moines. We ventured the statement 
that librarians in these cities would be 
very glad to send out a speaker and 
possibly arrange for an exhibit in the 
smaller towns close by if the expenses 
could be met loeally. 

The librarians in Iowa have enough 
ability and enough energy to accom- 
plish much. A thorough understand- 
ing of the inherent disadvantages in the 
inability to read quickly and easily, a 
realization of the fact that most people 
do not know how to read, and an ap- 
preciation of the fact that children will 
read if given an opportunity, will ac- 
complish much. 

A county superintendent of schools 
said it was a vicious circle. The smaller 
schools have no books, with the ex- 
ception of certain subscription sets and 
encyclopedias, worse than useless as 
far as the possibility of encouraging 
reading is concerned. There are no 
libraries in these smaller towns. The 
children have no readable books at 
home. The children go through these 
schools with little actual knowledge of 
silent reading in the full meaning of 
the term. Some go to normal schools 
to train to be teachers. They do not 
acquire there the ability to read 
quickly and easily; and return to the 
rural schools as teachers with no back- 
ground for an understanding of the 
rural needs of their children. Thus the 
vicious cirele is complete. 

If we librarians can thoroughly 
understand these facts and can present 
them to the people of Iowa from the 
standpoint of the needs of their chil- 
dren for reading facilities, it is be- 
lieved that the results will be worth 
the effort. You can talk to me as an 
individual Towa taxpayer at length on 
our need of county libraries, and it 
may leave me cold; but when you tell 
me that my child is being deprived of 
something which is going to affect his 


future welfare in life, you are going 
to hit me at a tender point. Let’s try 


it and see. 





Library Legislation in the Forty- 
Second General Assembly 

At the time of going to press of this 
issue of the Quarterly the library bills, 
of which information has been given 
to the libraries by circular letters, 
have passed the House and the Library 
Committee of the Senate and are now 
on the Senate Calendar with, it seems, 
fair prospect of passage. 

H. F. 70 now includes the amend- 
ment asked for in H. F. 69 covering 
the inclusion of cities and towns in the 
county levy and the petition clause. 
H. F. 71 makes the three mill levy, 
heretofore allowed only for buildings, 
available for repairs and improve- 
ments 

The thanks of the libraries of the 
state interested in these bills are due 
particularly to Mr. Reimers, of Lyons 
County, who introduced the bills in 
the House, for his active interest 
throughout and his words of explana- 
tion when the bills came up for pas- 
sage in the House, and to Mr. Wagner 
of Scott County, chairman of the Pub- 
lic Libraries Committee in the House, 
for holding the report from the com- 
mittee until the bills were in satisfac- 
tory shape. H. F. 70 passed with only 
two nays and H. F. 71 with only three. 

Also to the other members of the 
committee who were Representatives 
Quirk of Sae County, Bush of Chero- 
kee, MelIlrath of Poweshiek, Nelson of 
Hancock, Patterson of Kossuth, Patti- 
son of Jefferson, Roberts of Adair and 
Vaughn of Ringgold County. 

Senator Langfitt of Adair County is 
chairman of the Publie Libraries Com- 
mittee in the Senate. Senator Kimber- 
ly of Seott County is vice chairman. 
The other members are Senators Rig- 
by of Cedar and Jones Counties, chair- 
man of the sub-committee in charge 
of H. F. 71, Gunderson of Winnebago 
County, chairman of the sub-commit- 
tee on H. F. 70, MeLeland of Marshall 
County and Wilson of Page County. 
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Standardized Buying and Cooperative 
Buying 

A few times the question of ‘‘stand- 
ardization’’ has come up with regard 
to the Iowa Cooperative Buying Plan. 
This can hardly be true with a list of 
oooks provided from which selections 
may be made. 

However, when a library joins the 
Book-a-Month Club, standardization be- 
comes a fact. The library must take 
the book sent whether suitable for that 
particular library’s need or _ not. 
Sometimes it will be found that the 
book is not one which the library will 
place on its shelves. In others, while 
it may be a high grade book, it is one 
for which there will be few, if any, 
readers in that community and would 
much better be borrowed from the Li- 
brary Commission and the money ex- 
pended in a book which will have a 
wider appeal. 

In the second place it will not be in 
buckram or resewed and, if used as the 
library will wish to have done to justify 
its expenditure, it will soon need re- 
binding, bringing its price above what 
would be paid in the beginning for a 
buckram binding with a loss of time 
for rebinding. 

But, while the committee believes 
buckram desirable for much fiction and 
many juveniles, libraries are not re- 
quired to buy it and orders should 
state whether publishers’ bindings or 
bueckram is desired. Where this is 
not stated the committee will use its 
best judgment. Prices for buckram 
will be given that libraries may know 
what it will add. Some juveniles can 
be furnished in buckram only, some 
in publishers’ covers only. This will 
be stated where known. 

There is a third benefit to those who 
wish to buy the very latest books. 
These do not appear in the Booklist 
for some time after publication and 
often not in book review magazines 
until later. To make the lists more 
useful notes hereafter will indicate the 
nature of the nonfiction as well as the 
fiction. 


A word on the matter of delays—the 
Bindery cannot give its orders to the 
publishers until the number needed can 
be determined from the orders received 
from the libraries. As the plan pro- 
gresses and the Bindery can be more 
sure of the copies needed the delay will 
be shortened but the Bindery in the be- 
ginning cannot carry the book stock of 
a large dealer and must order for each 
list from the publishers. 

Cooperative book buying might be 
carried on as a commercial plan in 
which a dealer should prepare or have 
prepared and sent out each month lists 
on which extra discount would be 
allowed. 

Or it can be earried out under the 
management of the librarians them- 
selves through a committee. This is 
the plan being tried at present in 
Iowa, the secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission acting as executive 
for the committee and having super- 
vision of the lists since they are to have 
the approval of the Library Commis- 
sion. 

That the plan may be cooperative in 
selections and orders libraries are 
urged to send their suggestions for 
conduct of the plan from time to time 
as needs appear, lists of the older 
books, especially juveniles, which need 
replacement. In many of the libraries 
the number of titles needing replace- 
ment is large. If advantage is taken 
of this suggestion the physical con- 
dition of the library can thus be greatly 
improved as well as the selection where 
poor collections exist. 

Libraries are urged to order from 
the Hertzberg Bindery, with their eo- 
operative orders, all books needed 
whether on cooperative lists or not and 
they will receive the usual discount of 
25%, plus a small addition if buckram 
or resewed is desired, and, if a suf- 
ficient number of orders for one or 
more titles are received, a larger dis- 
count will be given. 

The plan is an experiment and it may 
be some time before it will function 
satisfactorily to all. The libraries 
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working together can make it a success 
we believe. Its suecess depends upon 
the number uniting in ordering, for the 
larger the number of copies of a title 
ordered, the larger will be the discount 
and the saving of money to the li- 
braries. 

The value of the plan lies in the 
number of libraries making use of it. 
Thirty-six libraries ordered from the 
December list, thirty-four from the 
February and fifty-four from the 
March. In addition about thirty li- 
braries outside the state also sent in 
orders from the March list. Mareh is 
the end of the library year in lowa 
and many libraries have probably 
nearly exhausted their funds. 

The libraries ordering from the three 
lists up to the present time follow: 

Albia, Audubon, Belle Plaine, Bel- 
mond, Britt, Burlington, Cedar Falls, 
Cedar Rapids, Centerville, Charl& 
City, Clear Lake, Clinton, Colfax, 
Coon Rapids, Council Bluffs, Cresco, 
Davenport, St. Ambrose College, Des 
Moines, Dubuge, Eagle Grove, Esther- 
vilie, Farmington, Ft. Dodge, Ft. Madi- 
son, Garner, Greene, Greenfield, Har- 
lan, Hawarden, Ida Grove, Indianola, 
Inwood, Iowa Falls, Jefferson, Kiron, 
Keokuk, Knoxville, Laurens, Mara- 
thon, Marshalltown, Mason City, Mil- 
ford, Mt. Ayr, Nashua, Newton, 
Ocheyedan, Onawa, Osage. Osceola, 
Ottumwa, Red Oak, Reinbeck, Rock 
Rapids, Schaller, Shenandoah, Storm 
Lake, Story City, Sutherland, Tama, 
Waterloo, Waukon, Wayland, West 
Branch. 





American Library Association 

In every profession there must be an 
energizing force to mobilize and direct 
the efforts of its individual members 
and to furnish momentum for its aec- 
tivities. 

For fifty years the American Library 
Association has stood as the official 
organization of the library profession 
in the United States and Canada. 

It is the parent of all local library 
associations pledged to the advance- 
ment of library service and librarian- 


ship. It is creating the ideas that make 
for progress in library work. It is 
striving for better salaries and better 
legislation. It is promoting the exten- 
sion and improvement of all kinds of 
library service. It is working con- 
stantly to raise standards in the pro- 
fession. 

Every library trustee, every library 
worker and every library itself shares 
in the benefits of the Association’s ef- 
forts. And yet it is estimated that 
there are at least 30,000 trustees who 
are not members of the A. L. A.; 10,000 
library workers who do not belong; and 
3,500 libraries which are not institu- 
tional members. 

There can be only one explanation for 
this: These tens of thousands of people 
and several thousand libraries have not 
yet been made aware of what the Asso- 
ciation means to them and to their 
interests. 

New methods and new tools are con- 
stantly replacing old ones. New ideas 
are being passed about within the pro- 
fession. Membership in the Associa- 
tion is one of the best means of keep- 
ing abreast of the times in library 
work. 

The annual A. L. A. conference af- 
fords an opportunity for inspirational 
personal contact with co-workers from 
all parts of the country. Seores of emi- 
nent authorities each year address 
these meetings upon vital library is- 
sues. -These ideas are preserved in 
permanent form for reference purposes 
in the annual Proceedings published by 
the A. L. A. Another valuable tool 
provided by the Association is the 
Handbook, a directory of libraries and 
librarians. Ten times a year, a Bulle- 
tin of up-to-date Association news is 
sent to its members. 

A free employment bureau is main- 
tained at the Association Headquarters 
where librarians seeking positions and 
institutions needing people with library 
training may be served. 

The administration of the A. L. A. 
recently won for its leaders a most 
significant tribute from Dr. Frederick 
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P. Keppel, of New York. Dr. Keppel 
said: ‘‘The writer knows of no other 
profession, unless it be architecture, in 
which the leaders have accepted so 
fully the responsibility of leadership.’ 
The Association’s offices at 86 East 
Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois, are 
a veritable beehive. It has, in addition, 
sixty-one committees engaged in study- 
ing such library problems as book buy- 
ing, book binding, library legislation, 
revenues, salaries, international rela- 
tions, school libraries, hospital libraries, 
cataloging, work with the blind, work 
with the foreign born, ete. 
The terms of membership in the A. 
L. A. are: $2.00, including ten numbers 
of the bulletin; $4.00 including ten 
numbers of the Bulletin and the Hand- 
book and Proceedings. An initiation 
fee of $1.00 is charged for new mem- 
bers or for renewal of lapsed member- 
| ship. Institutional membership is $5.00 
( a year; life membership, $50.00; con- 
tributing membership, $25.00 a year 
and sustaining membership, $100.00 a 
| year. 
The fact that a man serves his own 
community as a good citizen does not 
excuse him from his responsibility to 
the nation. Neither does the fact that 
he is a member of a local or state li- 
brary organiz. ..on relieve him of re- 
sponsibility toward the national library 
movement. 





The American Library Association 
conference for 1927 will be held at 
Toronto, Canada, June 20 to 27. 

Preliminary announcements promise 
not only an interesting program but un- 
usual opportunity for informal confer- 
ence and free time for visits to li- 
braries, ete., not always afforded. 

A. L. A. Travel 

Toronto can be reached from the 
west, with a through train directly 
from Chicago, or with an option of 
rail to Niagara Falls and boat to Toron- 
) to. The last mentioned gives a very 
pleasant water trip with a chance to 
see the Falls. In addition to the regu- 
lar A. L. A. rates, there will be sum- 


136 


mer excursion tickets to Montreal, Bos- 
ton, ete., which are good for a stop- 
over at Toronto. By a payment of 
about four dollars additional these 
tickets can be routed via Niagara Falls, 

For those who wish to drive, good 
roads are available from the eastern 
boundary of Iowa to Toronto. There 
are two roads available through Cana- 
da, one crossing the boundary at De- 
troit, and the other at Port Huron. 
By cutting off through Joilet around 
Chicago a saving of time will be pos- 
sible. Three days should be sufficient 
to make the drive by automobile from 
Chicago; less than one day is required 
from the eastern boundary of the state 
to Chicago. 

Several post-conference trips are 
being suggested. Toronto is on the 
edge of a delightful vacation country. 
gull details will be given later. 

The undersigned will be glad to 
answer any questions, or to help in 
arranging for any parties who wish 
to consider options other than those 
regularly offered by the Travel Com- 
mittee. Those who are fond of water 
trips can take a boat from Detroit to 
Buffalo without extra charge except for 
meals and state room. 

Charles H. Brown, Librarian 
lowa State College. 





Standing of Iowa in Library Service 
A table giving the growth of public 

library service appeared in the Journal 

of the National Education Association 

for January, 1927, and a reprint has 

been sent out. 
Iowa’s standing as given in this table 

appears below. 

Total library income or expenditures in 
1925 $743,073. 

Expenditure per capita .31. 

Rank for expenditure 20. 

Total publie school expenditure in 
1923-24 $48,194,125. 

Proportion of library expenditure to 
school expenditure 1.54. 

Rank in pereentage 22. 

Books cireulated per capita in 1925, 
2.52. 

















Per capita rank 19. 

Percent of population without library 
service in 1925 62%. 

Rank of this percent 27. 





Lydia C. Roberts 
Graduate Fellowships 

Attention is ealled to the fellowships 
at Columbia University open to grad- 
uates of Iowa colleges born in Iowa. 

Not until the opening of the School 
of Library Science at Columbia Uni- 
versity in September last, were librar- 
ians ineluded in this scholarship. 

The date for filing applications closes 
with March first but attention is called 
thus early that any wishing to make 
application another year may be pre- 
pared to do so. 

The holder of the fellowship must 
agree to return to Iowa for a period of 
at least two years upon the comple- 
tion of his studies in this University, 
and shall sign an agreement not to 
accept another fellowship or scholar- 
ship during the period of his residence. 
The annual minimum amount is $750. 
The cost of transportation from his 
residence in Iowa to New York City 
and return will be paid onee only. 
Special application blanks for these 
fellowship may be obtained from the 
Secretary of the University, Frank D. 
Fackenthal. 





For the Iowa Alcove 
A short list of Iowa authors is given 
below. Two of these appeared on the 
March Cooperative List and the others 
will appear on the April list. They 
are repeated here for permanent refer- 
ence. 
Butler, E. P.—Behind the legs 
of the ‘orse Houghton $2.00 
short stories by the author of “Pigs 
is pigs” 
Dondore D. A.—The prairie and the 
making of middle America 
Torch Press $4.50 
“An impressive survey of the litera- 
ture dealing with the Mississippi 
Valley from the Spanish explorers 
to the most recent poets and novel- 
ists of the region.” 
Glaspell, Susan—Road to the temple 
Stokes $3.00 
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A glorified biography of George 
Cram Cook by his wife, which also 
becomes somewhat autobiograph- 
ical—both Iowa born—An Iowa li- 
brary receives mention. 

Hovde, Louise—comp. Cradle book 
of verse Doran $3.00 
A compilation of poems of infancy 
and motherhood—well selected and 
inclusive—well indexed. 

Houston, Ethel—Idle Island Bobbs $2.00 
A story of adventure and romance 
located on the Maine coast. 

Meyers—Later realism 

Univ. of Chicago $2.00 
A study of realism in the British 
novel from George Eliot to D. H. 
Lawrence—unique of its kind. 
Morrow, H. W.—Forever free 
Morrow $2.50 
A readable story of life in President 
Lincoln’s household during the first 
years of his administration. 

Sherlock, C. C.—Homes of famous 
Americans, v. 2 Meredith $3.00 
A continuation of the series pub- 
lished in Better Homes and Gar- 
dens. 

Short, P. R.—Chosen sweets 

Donnelly $1.00 
Book of practical home made 
candies—by an Iowa author. Wash- 
able cover, case binding. 

Smith, L. W.—Current reviews 

Holt $2.00 
As its name indicates a collection of 
reviews of a selected list of books 
published within the last five years. 
Useful in libraries with women’s 
clubs seeking book reviews for club 
programs. 
Burnell Leaves 
Miss Florence C. Burnell, 223 Tenth 
St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has pre- 
pared an attractive set of prints show- 
ing the leaves and trunks of trees which 
ean be used in a library for exhibits and 
to interest the boys and girls in learn- 
ing to identify trees. Libraries which 
have used them are enthusiastic in their 
praise. They have also been used in 
Camp Fire and Boy and Girl Seout 
work. Write Miss Burnell for prices. 





Mr. and Mrs. Brigham Return 
The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. 
Brigham who began to be troubled for 
their safety as conditions in China grew 
more and more unsettled were greatly 
relieved by their return home the mid- 
dle of January. 














County Libraries“ 





The County Library—Why It Is Needed 

1. Large population not reached by 
local libraries. 

2. No hope for this population in 
independent libraries. 

3. Peculiar needs of this population, 
and its ready response to library priv- 
ileges. Long, County Library Service, 
SEs 

4. Even if the number of small li- 
braries be multiplied for this popula- 
tion, they can be only half efficient. 

5. Needs of country district schools. 
County library the only efficient way 
to meet these needs; 90 years of effort 
in other directions unavailing. 

6. Needed perhaps most of all by 
weak inefficient existing libraries to 
make their resources truly fruitful. 

7. Needed to demonstrate the real 
significance of the modern library. 

8. Needed because it brings with it 
the county librarian. In some counties 
a qualified person filling this office, 
will be alone worth the cost of the 
eounty system. 

What It Will Mean to Existing Local 
Libraries 

1. It can mean nothing of possible 
detriment. All localities desiring to 
retain independence may do so and 
ean thus be exempt from all county 
obligations. 

2. County library service a _ prac- 
tical basis for all kinds of cooperation 
for independent libraries of the county. 

3. On easy terms will provide for 
each small library’s clientele the use of 
any book in the county system. 

4. On similar terms will provide an 
expert consulting librarian to aid in 
all kinds of library problems, book se- 
lections, cataloging, reference work, 
ete. 

5. By the example it sets, the county 


*From New York Libraries, May, 1926. 





library will almost compel better sup- 
port and better standards in the inde- 
pendent libraries of the county to justi- 
fy their continued independence. 
What It Will Mean to the Community or the 
Local Library Operating the 
County System 

In several counties it has been found 
comparatively easy to interest com- 
munities not having libraries and also 
to secure promise of cooperation from 
numerous independent libraries, but 
difficult or impossible to secure the in- 
terest or initiative of the community 
library which oceupies the strategie po- 
sition for serving as the operating 
center of the county service. Repre- 
sentatives of these libraries or com- 
munities are quite ready to admit that 
other towns and districts will profit 
from the system, but urge that there 
will be no gain in it for them. They 
have built up model libraries by long 
effort or expenditure of thousands of 
dollars and now have all the library 
service they want. Why should they 
share these advantages with those who 
have thus far done nothing to secure 
them? Why open their library with 
all its privileges to the whole county, 
which will mean more people using and 
consuming the faailities which have 
thus far been for them alone? 

To those who have breathed the at- 
mosphere of the modern publie library 
or who have accepted as a matter of 
course its fundamental axioms, such 
reasoning seems absurd indeed, but it 
represents a state of mind that has to 
be taken into serious account in this 
state, and removed before the county 
library idea can be realized. 

Among the answers that are to be 
made to this question are the follow- 
ing: 

1. Whether it be by contract or by 
the actual transforming of the local 
library into the head of a county sys- 
tem, every bit of privilege that is to be 
given to the people of the county should 
be paid for in full by the towns of the 
county receiving the benefits. Every- 
thing that the library is to give the 
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county will be paid for by the county 
if the right kind of contract is made 
or the right kind of action is taken in 
establishing the county library. There 
is nothing one-sided in the county li- 
brary plan. 

2. With the added money provided 
by the eounty system, doubling or 
quadrupling its independent income, 
trained, expert, forceful library service 
will be available where mediocre, un- 
trained service is all that can be se- 
cured on the basis of the independent 
income ; or if there be already an expert 
in that position, two or three others 
with specialized ability can be added 
to the staff, making for larger and 
better work in all directions in the 
community. 

3. With a system that shall serve 
the whole county, many more new 
books must be bought annually than 
are bought for a single municipality. 
Every person living in that munici- 
pality will therefore have that much 
wider and more liberal choice in the 
selection of the new books that he may 
desire to read. Living in a village or 
perhaps a small city, he will immedi- 
ately have a range in selection of new 
books equal to that of people in mod- 
erate or larger cities. 

4. At the county library will be 
centered all kinds of bibliographical 
guides and tools and a great variety 
of specialized reference materials, mak- 
ing for a reference service or a service 
in adult edueation, such as no smaller 
unit could provide. When fully or- 
ganized and developed, all the book 
resources of the county will be there 
cataloged and each student consulting 
that catalog can secure what may fit 
his need from all those sources. 
Through this eatalog he can put his 
finger on not only what is in the limited 
collection before him, but what is on 
the library shelf in the county. 


5. With the larger resourees and 
with the more expert and specialized 
staff that the county plan will bring to 
the central library, it will greatly add 
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to the range and quality of service to 
the schools in its vicinity. 


6. It will make directly for the 
business, financial and social interests 
of the community. People living in 
the small hamlets or rural districts of 
the county, while having their own 
small branch libraries, and able to bor- 
row by parcel post from the central 
library, will feel a constant attraction, 
in trying to satisfy their book needs, 
to visit that library with its open 
shelves spread before them, and during 
the vear hundreds of automobiles from 
the back country will be driven to this 
particular village or city, solely be- 
cause the county library is there. Every 
merchant and every property owner 
knows the added business asset that 
this represents. 


7. The well-being of a county seat 
or a county metropolis can not be 
separated from the well-being of the 
county as a whole. That capital or 
metropolis must pay its share for the 
ignorance, crime, degeneracy, mental 
and moral disease that are fostered by 
unhealthy conditions of body or mind 
to be found in neglected and outlying 
districts. These conditions are actual 
menaces to the moral and financial in- 
terests of the most favored communi- 
ties, and such communities are doing 
something much more than a mere al- 
truistic service in removing such con- 
ditions. They are conserving their own 
safety, prosperity and well-being. 


And finally, countywide library serv- 
ice gives a library or a community a 
splendid chance to demonstrate its own 
faith in the library as an indispensable 
means of rich and worthy living, the 
sincerity of its own professions as to 
the worth of a library. A library board 
or a community that will not do its 
part to help others to enjoy library 
privileges, is a standing demonstration 
of one of two things, either a cynical 
disbelief in the value of a library or a 
cynical disregard of the interests of 
others sharing the right and duties of 
citizenship with them in the county. 














4 








SE 





I. L. A. Book Wagon 

The lowa Book Wagon, after a rest 
of several months from its strenuous 
trips over Iowa roads, is ready for an- 
other season of activities in behalf of 
county libraries in Iowa. 

Will libraries wishing to make use of 
the Book Wagon in giving publicity to 
service in their counties write to the 
chairman of the County Library Com- 
mittee, Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Public 
Library, Iowa City, Iowa, giving the 
approximate date they wish the car 
and the length of use? 

The one week trips of last year did 
hot seem long enough to give the neces- 
sary publicity and longer periods are 
urged. 

It is impossible at this writing to 
state the amount of the service charge 
or other conditions in connection with 
the use of the car but they will be 
sent on application or later through a 
cireular letter. 

The Book Wagon did valuable serv- 
ice last year for county libraries and 
with an earlier. start this year much 
more can be done. 





Thank You, Miss Eastman 
My Dear Miss Robinson: 

I wish to say ‘‘thank you”’ for your 
remarks regarding circulation in the 
ast Quarterly. I have had that thought 
in mind for some time and I was very 
glad to have you give it expression. 
Every small town library, where every 
patron is affected by local conditions, 
has its ups and downs in circulation 
statistics. It may be a new athletic 
craze, or a bridge craze that rages for 
a time and makes heavy inroads on 
the reading of a community. However, 
the library is right there and perhaps 
its work is going on in a different way. 

This year we are inviting the teachers 
and pupils of the sixth, seventh and 
eighth grades to the library and giving 
instruction in the use of the library. 
One day we spent the entire afternoon 
with the eighth grade children, finding 
books and subjects assigned and hav- 
ing a fine time playing library games. 


This week the librarian gives a talk 
on the ‘‘Early History and Civie De- 
velopment of Nashua’’ to the High 
School Modern History Class. We go 
back to the days when Chickasaw 
County was included in the Neutral 
Strip between Indian tribes, picture the 
exciting days of the fifties and the com- 
ing of the first white families to this 
vicinity. Then the formation of the 
incorporated town and the development 
of its ordinances as we pass from the 
old street lamp period of its history 
to modern lighting system, on to the 
days when its publie library was estab- 
lished and we become distinctly mod- 
ern. 

We make our story as entertaining 
as we can and emphasize the fact that 
it is all gleaned from court and city 
records drawing the distinetion be- 
tween the old settler’s story and re- 
corded facts. We try to make a verbal 
‘*movie’’ of the subject and, from the 
questions asked, I believe the effort 
has been worth while. I may say this 
was not deliberately planned on my 
part but the outcome of a eall to fill 
a vacaney on one of the club programs 
last year. Then the call came for a 
repetition of the subject at school, and 
again it is asked for this week. So 
you see a library may be at work 
although the circulation lags. I know 
you are interested in all our work so 
this is scribbled between desk ealls. 

With sincere regard, 
Fannie V. Eastman, Librarian, 
Nashua Publie Library. 





Library Exhibit at Home Congress 

The Des Moines Public Library and 
the Iowa Library Commission joined in 
an exhibit of Books for the Home at 
the National American Home Congress, 
held in Des Moines March 8-11, oceu- 
pying a booth with the Towa Press 
and Authors Club. 

Attractive posters and_ desirable 
books for grown-ups and children were 
displayed and lists distributed. The 
Book Car was also at the door and as 
usual attracted attention. 
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of the branch has increased since the 
change was made. 

The auditorium of the main library 
has been converted into an art dis- 
play room by the erection of a wall in 
front of the large windows on the 
south side. The room has been redee- 
orated and the lighting changed. At 
present the collection of paintings 
owned by the Des Moines Association 
of Fine Arts is displayed upon the 
walls. 

Miss Gertrude Adelman, the libra- 
rian’s secretary, resigned January Ist 
to enter Columbia College. Her place 
is filled by Leona Grahl of Des Moines. 

Elkader—The Parent-Teachers Asso- 
ciation is sponsoring a library, project 
which seems to be making a promising 
beginning. 

Gladbrook—A new library has been 
started at Gladbrook with Mrs. Kent 
Willoth president of the asociation and 
Minnie Lameken librarian. A good se- 
lection of books has been secured by 
donations and this collection will be 
supplemented by a loan from the Trav- 
eling Library. 

Iowa City—State University—John 
B. Kaiser has resigned his position as 
librarian which he held for three vears 
to become librarian in the Oakland, 
California, Publie Library. Miss Grace 
Wormer is acting librarian but no sue- 
cessor has been appointed. 

Iowa Falls—A series of book talks is 
being conducted at the Junior High 
School each week by Mrs. Vivian 
Klemme-Ellis of the public library. 
A collection of books on_ topies 
related to the school work for the 
week are sent to the sehool each 
week and after a discussion of the 
books by Mrs. Ellis with the stu- 
dents they are encouraged to look 
them over and borrow from the col- 
lection. The books remaining are re- 
turned to the library at the close of 
the session. The increase in the use of 
the library was immediately noticeable. 

Monticello—E. A. Wright, janitor, 
was badly burned recently when he 
used kerosene to hasten matters in con- 
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nection with the furnace. He is im- 
proving. 


Mt. Pleasant—Public Library—The 
Ladies Library Association recently 
presented the library with valuable 
books to the extent of $50.00. A gift 
of new steel stacks for the addition 
has also been made by this organiza- 
tion. 


Mt. Pleasant — Wesleyan College — 
The ‘‘Ground Breaking’’ ceremony of 
the P. E. O. Memorial Library Building 
took place on January 11th in which 
Mrs. Mary Allen Stafford, founder of 
the P. E. O. Sisterhood, Mrs. Alice H. 
Seott, President Supreme Chapter, Dr. 
N. S. Smith, President of Wesleyan 
College, and others participated. 

The college library has received a 
gift of over 500 volumes from Judge 
and Mrs. W. I. Babb which will form 
a valuable addition to the library. A 
book plate bearing the names of Judge 
and Mrs. Babb will be placed in each 
book. 

Carolvne Edmond has taken the 
place of assistant in the library made 
vacant by Esther Gilbert who will take 
a post graduate course in the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. 


Muscatine—On February 19th the P. 
M. Musser Publie Library completed 
twenty-five vears of service to the com- 
munity. The oceasion was marked by 
newspaper notices, including a review 
of the history and work of the library, 
an appreciative editorial, special dis- 
plays of books and posters in the li- 
brary, gifts of flowers from friends, 
many congratulations and appreciative 
words over the desk and a message by 
mail from a young mother who was 
one of the first users of the library and 
has continued using it during the years 
since and whose young children will 
soon take their places in the juvenile 
department. We quote the letter: 

‘‘T remember the day the library 
opened and we school children came 
crowding in, sitting two on a chair! 
Ever since I’ve been coming and the 
library has meant much to me; it is 














one of the things which has helped to 
make life worth living. 

It is a pleasure to me when I walk 
in the door; I feel as if I were coming 
home sure of welcome, peace and en- 
ee I congratulate you 
on your service.”’ 

F. M. Ziegler has been appointed to 
fill the vacaney on the library board 
caused by the death of Dr. Stein. 

Nevada—The Public library has been 
badly crippled financially by the clos- 
ing of the bank in which the city funds 
were deposited. 

Newton—Laota Baldwin, employed 
in the library for a number of years 
and acting librarian last year during 
the absence of Miss Patten, was recent- 
ly married to John Tiedge. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tiedge will reside in Newton and 
Mrs. Tiedge will give part time assist- 
ance to the library. 

Odebolt—T' wo book plays were given 
during February by the school children 
for the benefit of the library under the 
direction of Mrs. F. H. Coy, trustee, 
and Grace Hanson, librarian. 

Onawa— Mabel Reidman, an assistant 
in the library for a number of years, 
was married on January 24th to Clar- 
ence Johnson of Onawa where Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson will make their home. 
Mrs. Johnson will remain in the library 
until the newly appointed assistant 
Eleanor Selleck becomes familiar with 
her duties. 

Osceola—The library board recently 
received $375 from the estate of the 
late Mrs. Sarah C. Blake. 

Perry—A library benefit was given 
on February 24th by the members of 
the Fortnightly Musie Club, the pro- 
ceeds to be used for the purchase of 
children’s books. 

Rock Rapids—<A history of the li- 
brary since its organization by a ‘‘ Book 
Banquet’’ in 1892 appeared recently in 
the Rock Rapids Reporter in recog- 
nition of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the library. 

Sioux City—Mildred Pike, head of 
the adult department since 1923, has 
been elected to sueceed Mr. Sumner as 
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librarian. Miss Pike is a graduate of 
Knox College and received her library 
training at the Riverside, California, 
Library School. She has been on the 
library staff since 1919. 

Ruth Hoffman, children’s librarian 
since 1921, has resigned to take a simi- 
lar position in the Youngstown, Ohio, 
Public Library. No suecessor has been 
appointed. Miss Donna Shaw, libra- 
rian of the Smith Villa Branch, will 
have charge of the Fairmont Braneh 
when it is opened. 

Spencer—The library has received a 
gift of twenty-five volumes belonging 
to the first cireulating library in Spen- 
cer operated fifty-five years ago by P. 
W. Albee now of Berkeley, California, 
the charge being ten cents per week 
for the use of a book. The library 
numbered about seventy volumes. 

Storm Lake—Mrs. ; Mathilda Rens, 
children’s librarian since 1923, when 
she took the Towa Summer School 
course, has resigned her position and 
Mrs. W. O. Bentlin has been elected to 
fill the vaecaney. Mrs. Bentlin will take 


the Summer School course at Iowa City. 

Story City—Mrs. Helen Ristvedt, 
who has given such good service as 
librarian sinee the organization of the 
library, has resigned and is succeeded 
by Mrs. Bertha Bartlett. 

This library was unfortunate in hav- 
ing its funds in a closed bank and not 
being city money and protected the loss 
will be heavy. The friends of the li- 
brary have come to its reseue with 
memberships and donations which will 
keep the library open for the present 
at least. 

Tama—The recent retirement of Mrs. 
James W. Willett, a member since its 
organization and vice president part of 
that time, and of Mrs. A. ID. Claney, 
from membership on the library board, 
was made the occasion of resolutions 
on the part of the board expressing re- 
gret at the resignations. Mrs. L. T. 
Fisher and Anna Jabe have been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancies. 

At the December meeting the board 
was entertained by Mrs. Woods in ecele- 














bration of her thirteen years service 
as librarian, the husbands and wives 
of the trustees being invited. At the 
February meeting the board was en- 
tertained in the home of Mrs. H. F. 
Storms by Mr. and Mrs. Storms and 
Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Wonzer. 

The library building has recently 
been redecorated and the librarian 
writes: ‘‘We are so glad we had it 
done before the last bank failure.’’ 


West Branch—Maxine Stewart, as- 
sistant in the library, was recently mar- 
ried to Harold White. Her place has 
been filled by Margery Butler. 


West Union—A library has been 
started sponsored by a committee of 
representatives of the seventeen clubs 
of the city. A membership fee of $1.00 
will be charged. Three women’s clubs 
have pledged $130 each annually for 
three years. Miss Helen Clapp is chair- 
man of the committee in charge and is 
ably assisted by various sub-committees 
and the project has a promising out- 
look. 


Deaths—Trustees 
Nellie E. Jordan 

Inadvertently notice of the death of 
Nellie E. Jordan, member of the Fair- 
field library board, was omitted from 
the last number of the Quarterly and it 
is included at this time. Miss Jordan 
had been a member of the library 
board for many years and her death is 
felt to be a loss to the library and com- 
munity. 





Elizabeth Marshall 


The Marion Public Library mourns 
the death of Elizabeth Marshall, chair- 
man of the book committee and member 
of the board for many years. 





For Sale 


By the Indianola Publie Library, En- 
eyelopedia Britannica 11th ed. Write 
Mary McCoy, librarian for particulars. 


Wants 

The Villisea Public Library weuld 
be glad to secure copies of the follow- 
ing magazines: 

St. Nicholas, April, 1923. 

Review of Reviews, vol. 29, July to 
December, 1916. 

Ladies’ Home Journal, December, 
1913. 

Please communicate with Frankie J. 
Barker if you can supply any of her 
needs. 





To Be Given Away 

The Keystone View Company of 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, have given to 
the Iowa Library Commission for dis- 
tribution a quantity of Guide Books 
which were prepared for use with their 
stereoscopic views of China and Russia, 
One Hundred Forty Places in Bible 
Lands and other sets. 

These books may prove valuable for 
reference work in the libraries and the 
Library Commission will be glad to 
send one or more sets to any library 
requesting them and agreeing to pay 
the postage. 





Biennial Report of Iowa Library 
Commission 

The thirteenth Biennial Report of the 
Library Commission covering’ the 
period from July 1, 1924, to June 30, 
1926, was late in making its appear- 
ance through rush of work at the print- 
ers but it has now been sent to the 
libraries of the state where it should 
be preserved with previous reports in 
the corner of the librarian’s office re- 
served for professional literature. One 
copy only is sent to each library but we 
hope many trustees will be interested 
to borrow, read and return it. 





A Helpful Book for School Librarians 


School librarians will find ‘‘School 
library experience,’’ compiled by Mar- 
tha Wilson of the Springfield, Illinois, 
Public Library, and published by the 
H. W. Wilson Company, a helpful book 
—price $2.25. 
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Library News of the State 





Anamosa—By the will of the late 
Sarah Wood the library is to receive 
$5,000 for the enlargement of its li- 
brary building, when that seems wise. 

Cedar Rapids—Nearly one thousand 
pupils in the grade schools have re- 
ceived instruction in the use of the 
library in classes under the direction 
of Miss Ruth Phillips and twenty-one 
more sessions will take place before the 
close of the school year. 

Charles City—Mrs. Frances K. Byers, 
of Chicago, has been elected librarian 
to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Belle Caldwell. Mrs. Byers 
was librarian of the East Chicago, Ind. 
Publie Library for ten years previous 
to 1920. 

Council Bluffs—January was poetry 
month in the children’s room. Poetry 
was read at each story hour, and on 
two afternoons the children were en- 
couraged to write some verses them- 
selves, with most interesting results. 

A ‘‘drawing corner’’ is a new feature 
in the children’s room. The library is 
unable to supply the demand for draw- 
ing books, so with the cooperation of 
the art supervisor in the schools a 
corner of the childrerfs room is to be 
given over to certain schools each Sat- 
urday morning. A good supply of 
books and other material will be on 
hand. A beginning will be made with 
the children from the fourth and fifth 
grades generally, and after a few 
months’ trial a satisfactory plan will be 
worked out without doubt. At present 
it is an experiment. 


Davenport—One staff meeting dur- 
ing the winter was in charge of the 
extension department. They chose to 
carry it out in form of a play the 
title of which was ‘‘The Branches at 
the Breakfast Table’’—-with apologies 
for the title. 

The characters were father, mother 
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and daughter and maid. The father 
reads from the morning paper the im- 
portant national, foreign and domestic 
news. During the course of the break- 
fast the mother, who is giving a review 
of ‘‘Early Autumn’’ at the Art and 
Literature section of the Women’s 
Club, practices it on her family. 

The actual work of the extension de- 
partment is brought out by the con- 
versation of their daughter, Betty, who 
has been in that department just three 
weeks and is a most enthusiastic 
worker. Local color and some ‘‘pet’’ 
interests of various members of the 
staff furnished touches of humor. 


Des Moines — Library Commission — 
Mae E. Foley of Manson, Iowa, a grad- 
uate of the Wisconsin Library School, 
who took the position of cataloger with 
the Library Commission January Ist, 
has been granted a leave of absenee for 
Mareh and April for work in Pratt, 
Kansas, which is able to pay a better 
salary than can the Library Commis- 
sion. Mrs. Edward Clark, before he: 
marriage an assistant in the Newton li- 
brary, is assisting in the Library Com- 
mission during Miss Foley’s absence. 

Beatrice Snow, formerly organizer 
with the Iowa Library Commission, was 
married in Paris on March 16th to 
Lawton Parker, an American artist now 
living at Plailly, Franee, where . Mr. 
and Mrs. Parker will make their home. 


Des Moines — Library Club — For 
their February meeting the Library 
and English Teachers Clubs held a din- 
ner on the evening of the 17th with 
John T. Frederick of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa as speaker. The address 
was thoroughly enjoyed by the mem- 
bers and friends of both clubs in at- 
tendance and the number was large. 





Des Moines — Public Library—The 
University Branch Library was moved 
January 15th from the room in the 
Drake University Library, which it 
has oecupied for the last seven years, 
to a store room at 1155 24th street. 
The present location is more conven- 
ient for many patrons and the work 








